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The Meaning of the Folding of the American Flag ~ Truth & Fiction! 
(www.truthorfiction.com) 

 
Summary of eRumor: 
Message alleges that there is meaning to each fold of the American flag, for example, at a military funeral when the flag is 
presented to the family of the person who died. Most of them are of spiritual and religious significance. 
 
The Truth: 
The meaning of the folding of the American flag that is described in this eRumor is not without importance, but it is not official and 
not required.  
Public Law 94-344, known as the Federal Flag Code, is the law of the land regarding the handling and displaying of the American 
flag. It does not include anything regarding significance or meaning of folding the flag. It was first adopted by Congress in 1923 
and revised numerous times.  
According to the American Legion, the cod does not call for a ceremonial folding of the flag and the folding procedure is also 
traditional. Same for the meanings of the folds. Nobody seems to know when or where it originated or who wrote it. There is 
speculation that it may have come from a chaplain who attached the mostly Judeo-Christian religious meanings to the folds, 
perhaps for a burial ceremony.  
Official or not, the statement has gained status as the traditional meaning of the folds and is found in many governmental and 
military manuals.  
One additional note: The eRumor says the 21-gun salute originated  from adding the digits of 1776. That is not true. According to 
Arlington Cemetery, the 21-gun salute evolved from many years of various traditions of honoring dignitaries. 

 
WHY THE AMERICAN FLAG IS FOLDED 13 TIMES   

Have you ever noticed on TV or at military funerals that the honor guard pays meticulous attention to correctly folding the American 
flag 13 times?    
HERE IT IS:  
The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.  
 
The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life.  
 
The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their lives for the 
defense of our country to attain peace throughout the world.  
 
The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well 
as in time of war for His divine guidance.  
 
The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our Country, in dealing with other countries, may she 
always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong."  
 
The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States Of America, 
and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.  
 
The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against 
all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic.  
 
The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to 
honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.  
 
The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and devotion that the character of 
the men and women who have made this country great has been molded.  
 
The tenth fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since they were 
first born.  
 
The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, and 
glorifies in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 
The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding us of our nation's motto, "In God We Trust". After the flag is 
completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under 
General George Washington, and the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones, who were followed by their 
comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy 
today. There are some traditions and ways of doing things which have deep meaning. You will see many flags folded in the coming 
weeks, and now you will know why. 
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St. Peter’s Ministries Directory (924-2562) 
 
    Contact Person   Phone or ext,  E-mail address  
Administrator, Parish Msgr. John                  ext. 15               pastor@stpeterslemoore.org 
Associate Pastor Fr. Isaque Menses  ext. 12   frisaque@stpeterslemoore.org 
Parish Secretary Marcy Andrada         ext. 11                 stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
Administrative Assistant Deacon Joe Biangone  ext. 17    deaconjoe@lemoorenet.com 
Bookkeeper Vivian Figueroa           ext. 13                finance@stpeterslemoore.org 
New Bldg. Fund Secretary              Phyllis Machado          ext. 14                phyllism@stpeterslemoore.org 
Religious Education Dir. Shirley Roberts            ext. 16/707-5635 shirleydre@yahoo.com 

Religious Education Secretary Ariana Ramirez   ext. 18 
Newman Club Sr. Laurence Marie            626~487~5971     stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
RCIA  Don Siegal                   924~7255            donsiegal@aol.com 
Bulletin Editor Jan Spraggins                   stpeterseditor@gmail.com 
St. Peter’s Website                 John Luis                                                luishome@sbcglobal.net 
St. Joseph Mission (Stratford)        Sr. Laurence Marie    626~487~5971   stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
St. Rose of Lima (Rancheria)        Sr. Laurence Marie    626~487~5971   stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
 
Liturgical Ministries  
Altar Society Lemoore            Geri Larson              381~5183    gllarson_123@yahoo.com 
Altar Society Stratford            Patty Larmon          947~3152              larmon@lemoorenet.com 
Altar Servers Anthony Nunes               924~5540  stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
Baptism (English)                     Deacon Joe               ext. 17                deaconjoe@lemoorenet.com 
Baptism (Spanish)                    Carmen Tafolla        584~2920              None 
Eucharistic Ministers                Nancy Kairis    924~4845                                          
Lectors Nancy Kairis              924~4845   
Homebound E.M. Bob Phillips             924~3383      2245249@lemoorenet.com 
 
Music Ministries                  
Director Emmanuel Orjuela    908~3148           tito_co8@yahoo.com 
Children’s Choir David Bruce    309~9122             davidebruce@hotmail.com 
 
Para Liturgical & Devotional    
Fatima Novena Anthony Nunes      924~5540             stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
Liturgy Chairperson Anthony Nunes      924~5540             stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
Men’s Bible Study Msgr. John             ext. 15                 pastor@stpeterslemoore.org 
Mothers Bible Study Cary Clarke           924~1532             cclarke@wildblue.net 
Tuesday Bible Study Sharlotte Ormonde   924~4841           stpeters@lemoorenet.com 

Wed. Prayer Group                     Arlene Menezes      924~9447              None 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Elizabeth Valdez     381~4828            ebeth_valdez@yahoo.com 
Nstra. Sra de Guadalupe             Carmen Tafolla      584~2920             stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
Hora Apostolica Antonio/Lourdes Zendejas 925~9505            None 
Sp. Wed. Prayer Group               Maria Cavazos         924~4853            None 
Contemplative Prayer Group Bob Sandoval   582~0895  alternate phone # 362~6824 
      
Service & Org. Ministries 
Cub Scout #402 Lionel Garza   816~3134 
K of C 3rd Degree Council         Gene Brughelli          867~4563           unavailable at this time 
K of C  4th Degree Assembly     Gail Winder              924~2035            gailandonna@aol.com 
Marriage Annulment Process David Silveria   707~0728  stpeters@lemoorenet.com 
Legion of Mary Paula Carter               925~9266           pjcarter1958@sbcglobal.net 
South Valley Curia                      Maria Lubas          362~8804    
St. Peter’s Charitable Work       Deacon Joe                 ext. 17               deaconjoe@lemoorenet.com 
                                                

MIQ School  
School Principal                 Sr. Beena Joseph   924~3424            miqlemoore@gmail.com 
Secretary                                    Yolanda Godinho        924~3424            miqlemoore@gmail.com 
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Readings and Mass Intentions for Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(July 3  ~ July 11, 2010) 

Finance Report   
We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the  

generous contributors of our parish. 
 

For the weekend of June 27, 2010 
 This week’s plate income:   $  6,360.34 
 Last year’s plate income:   $  6,070.80 
 Difference:  +$    289.54 
 

For Debt Reduction: 
 Amount of actual collection:   $ 2,076.31 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Pray for the sick 

We pray for Maria Cavazos, Maria Vigil 
and all those who are sick. 

 May they feel the healing powers of our prayers. 
 

Condolences 
We pray for Lupe Garcia, Danny Toste 

and all the faithful departed.  
May their souls, through the mercy of God, rest in Peace. 

 
Thursday, July 8 

Hos 11:1-4, 8c-9; Mt 10:7-15 
6:55am Mary Rodrigues by Robert & Alice Randall 
 Isabel Lubas by Maria 
 

Friday, July 9 
Hos 14:2-10; Mt 10:16-23 

6:55am Mary Leal by Sam & Cynthia Carreiro 
 Benjamin Carreiro by Ron Mattos 
 

Saturday, July 10 
Is 6:1-8; Mt 10:24-33 

8:00am Mary Rodrigues by Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Rodrigues 
 Intentions for  Julio Lubas & Family by Maria 
4:00pm  (NAS)  For The Parish 
5:30pm Raymond Augusto by Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Augusto 
 Ida Walters by The Family 
 

Sunday, July 11 
Dt 30:10-14; Ps 69 or Ps 19; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37 

7:30am Edna Avila by her Grandchildren 
 Matt Rocha by Virginia Simas 
9:00am Ernie Carreiro by Tony & Frances Leal 
 Mary Leal by Betty Godinho 
9:30am  (Stratford) Mary Rodrigues by Paula Murphy 
11:00am  Antonio Pedro by Ruby Freitas 
 Maria De Gregorio by Haven & Nancy Britts 
12:30pm  Luis Javier Rodriguez  Sus Papas 
5:30pm Ben Carreiro by Ron Mattos 
 Mary Leal by John Machado 

 
Saturday, July 3 

Eph 2:19-22; Jn 20:24-29 
4:00pm  (NAS) For The Parish 
5:30pm Mary Leal by Sam & Cynthia Leal 
 Charles Golden by his wife & daughters 
 

Sunday, July 4 
Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66; Gal 6:14-18;  

Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 [1-9] 
7:30am Anthony Rocha by Nancy Rocha & Family 
 Ginny Garman by Dolores Brown 
9:00am Joe Rosenthal by The Fuller Family 
 Henry Solis by his wife 
9:30am (Stratford) Ernie Carreiro by Joe & Margaret Parreira 
11:00am  Fernando Mendoza by Nalleli 
 Antonio Pedro by Jovi Pedro & Family 
12:30pm  Jesus Sambrano & Hilda Alonso by  
 Su Hermana Maria 
5:30pm Benjamin Carreiro by Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Hunt 
 Mary Rodrigues by Joe & Margaret Parreira 

 
 Monday, July 5 

Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Mt 9:18-26 
6:55am Kay & Gene Yenger by Joan & Greg Stanton 
 Virginia Blake by Betty Godinho 
 

Tuesday, July 6 
Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Mt 9:32-38 

6:55am Teofilo & Limuel Paulines by Ver & Nene Rosario 
 Antonio Pedro by Michael A. Dias, Jr. 
 

Wednesday, July 7 
Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Mt 10:1-7 

6:55am Benjamin Carreiro by Tony & Frances Leal 
 In Thanksgiving for Dwayne Jackson by his Parents 

KNXT-TV 
Live streaming 24/7 www.knxt.tv 

Anytime. 
Anyplace. 
Anywhere. 

Beginning July 5, 2010 Senior Vacation Retreat - August 16-22, 2010 
“The Heart of the Matter” 

with Father Philip Garcia, OFM, Brother Kelly Cullen, OFM 
& Kay Sempel  

Join us at Mission San Luis Rey located in Oceanside, California 
for our annual Senior Vacation Retreat.   Enjoy five or seven days 
of an easy-paced summer vacation for seniors 55 and older at our 
beautiful mission located just four miles from the Pacific Ocean.  
This retreat includes spirituality enrichment sessions, prayer times 
and daily Mass along with free time to enjoy the cool breezes of the 
ocean while relaxing or visiting local attractions.  Seven day rates:  
Private single room $490; shared room $350 per person.  Five day 
rates:  Private single room $350; shared room $250 per person.  For 
additional information please call 760-757-3659 or visit our 
website at www.sanluisrey.org. 

Wisdom 
Wisdom has been defined as knowing the difference between pulling 

your weight and throwing it around. 
- Anonymous 
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St. Peter’s School of Religion Calendar 
For more information regarding the following information, please contact : 

Shirley Roberts at 924-2562 ext 16 or Ariana at 924-2562 ext 18 
   

YOUTH GROUP 
 Tuesday Nights continue with Roy Guzman  
 For more information, please contact Sr. Laurence @ 626-487-5971 
 

R C I A  (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)   
 

Have you ever wanted to know more about our Catholic Faith?  Are you interested in becoming Catholic?   

Are you already Catholic but maybe missing a Sacrament or two? 
 

Then we have the place for you!!! RCIA is a class for adults seeking Baptism, First Communion and/or Confirmation.   

Our next meetings are: Sunday, July 11 and July 25 from 6:00 - 7:30pm in St. Peters Room.  
There is no cost for attending and we welcome anyone who might be interested in knowing more about our Catholic Faith.   

For more information, please call: Shirley 924-2826 or Fr. Isaque 924-2562 ext. 12 

We have moved!!!!!!! 
St. Peter’s School of Religion (C.C.D.) has moved its office to: 
 MIQ Catholic School, 884 No. Lemoore Avenue.  We are located at the north end of the Main Office Wing.   
Office Hours:  8:00am – 5:00pm (Monday – Friday).   Our new phone number is 559-924-2826.   

IT’S HERE!!!!  
Registration Information for CCD School Year 2010 - 2011 

 

Registrations begins the week of July 12 
Hours:  10:00a.m. – 12:00noon and 1:00p.m. – 4:00p.m. (July 12 thru July 16) 
We will vary these hours each week to include evening registration periods.   

Please watch the Bulletin for updates.  
NEW STUDENTS:  Birth and Baptism Certificates are required for Registration.   
 Also, required Emergency Information includes:  Adult name and phone other than parent.  Allergies 
 (food / medicine), Medical Insurance info. 
 
RETURNING STUDENTS:  All Certificates should be on file, emergency information must be updated for each 
child. 
 
Annual Registration Fees:  1 Child:  $50, (more than 1 child/same family):  2 = $95   3 = $140   4 or more =  $160 

Marriage Saving – the Post Session Phase –The post-weekend phase of Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) is as 
crucial to the healing of a troubled marriage as the initial weekend experience. During the post-weekend sessions, the weekend 

technique is further developed and combined with additional tools to explore other areas of the marriage relationship. For 
confidential information about or to register for the July program in Bakersfield beginning with a weekend on July 30-Aug 1 call: 

661-747-2212 or email: slmagana12@att.net or visit the web site at www.HelpOurMarriage.com 

             A Call to Freedom  
 As, Catholics, we are children of God. We are initiated into the Passover mystery of Jesus. We pass 
over from darkness into the light, from death to life, from slavery to freedom. In Jesus we are called to 
freedom. St. Paul writes: “For you were called for freedom...But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh: rather, serve one another through love. For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, namely, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself’”  
(Gal 5:13-14). 
 It is not easy to grow in freedom. Freedom is often viewed as a license to do whatever you feel like. As a 
Catholic, I am called to become free so I can love, so I can give myself in loving service to others, so I can love 
unselfishly. I am not “born free”; I am born with the capacity to become free. It takes grace and a lot of hard work to 
become free, to become a mature person, so that I can love as Jesus does. Catholic Update St. Anthony Messenger Press July 
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San Pedro + Principe de Apostoles     Oracion por la construccion de una nueva Iglesia  
 

Con gozo en nuestros corazones y una constante oración En nuestros labios, que reconocemos que no somos, nosotros, sino tú el 
arqiutecto, el edificador y el artista de nuestras vidas.  Ayúdanos a entender que este es un esfuerzo de amor que fortaleceá a nuestra 
comunidad y no la dividirá.  Ayúdanos a entender claramente el gran sacrificio de las cosas materiales en nuestra vidas.  Ayúdanos a  
entender la importancia de edificar la iglesia y la importancia de tu iglesia.  Para las futuras generaciones y asi podremos  reunirnos 

entorno a ti para adorarte. Te los pedimos en el nombre de Jesus.  Amen. 

TRABAJADORES PARA LA COSECHA 
 El Evangelio de hoy cuenta sobre el envío de los setenta y dos, algunos de los primeros discípulos de la iglesia 
naciente. Han debido estar llenos de idealismo y entusiasmo cuando fueron de pueblo en pueblo sanando a los 
enfermos y expulsando a los demonios. Hoy, el día 4 de julio, recordamos a los que fundaron nuestro país y, de igual 
manera, apenas podemos imaginar su entusiasmo e idealismo cuando trabajaban en este país recién establecido. 
Nuestra Iglesia, que cuenta con más de dos mil años, todavía necesita a hombres llenos de idealismo y entusiasmo 
deseosos de responder al llamado a ser sacerdotes. En este día rezamos por vocaciones al sacerdocio; como el Señor 
dice a sus discípulos: “Rueguen, por tanto, al dueño de la mies que envíe trabajadores a sus campos” (Lucas 10:2). 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

SANTA MARÍA GORETTI (1890-1902) 
6 de julio 
 María Goretti nació en Italia, cerca de Roma, en una familia campesina muy pobre y debido a ello se vieron 
obligados a vivir en un rancho y compartir la casa con la familia Serenelli. Dos años después sufrió la muerte de su padre, 
situación que obligó a la madre a asumir las labores del campo para mantener a la familia y, a María, la forzó a renunciar 
a la escuela para hacerse cargo del hogar y del cuidado de sus hermanitos; aun así, se daba tiempo para asistir al 
catecismo. A los 12 años María era una mujer bella y bien formada, fue precisamente esto lo que atrajo a Alejandro 
Serenelli, de 18 años, a proponerle que tuvieran relaciones sexuales, pero María se negó una y otra vez porque eso iba 
contra la voluntad de Dios. Cierto día llegó Alejandro a casa y al saber que María estaba sola quiso forzarla, pero María se 
opuso y, lleno de rabia, la apuñaló 14 veces. María murió al día siguiente, perdonándolo. Fue canonizada en 1950, 
estando presente su madre y sus hermanos.  —Miguel Arias, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

LECTURAS DE HOY 
Primera lectura Regocíjense y alégrense porque 
 extenderé la prosperidad sobre  Jerusalén 
 como un río, y la riqueza de las naciones como 
 un torrente desbordante (Isaías 66:10-14c).  
Salmos Las obras del Señor son admirables 
 (Salmo 66 [65]).  
Segunda lectura Que nunca me gloríe excepto en la cruz de 
 nuestro Señor Jesucristo (Gálatas 6:14-18).  
Evangelio Jesús envía sus discípulos de dos en dos a 
 llevar su paz a la gente  
 (Lucas 10:1-12, 17-20) [1-9]. 

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes:  Os 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Mt 9:18-26 
Martes:  Os 8:4-7, 11-13; Mt 9:32-38 
Miércoles: Os 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Mt 10:1-7 
Jueves:  Os 11:1-4, 8c-9; Mt 10:7-15 
Viernes: Os 14:2-10; Mt 10:16-23 
Sábado: Is 6:1-8; Mt 10:24-33 
Domingo: Dt 30:10-14; Sal 69 (68)  
  o Sal 19 (18); Col 1:15-20; 
  Lk 10:25-37 

VIRTUD 

Para medir la virtud de un hombre no 

hay que mirar sus hazañas, sino su  

vida cotidiana. 
—Blas Pascal  

LIBERTAD 
Los que niegan a otros su libertad no 

merecen la suya. —Abraham Lincoln 

Decimocuarto Domingo del  
Tiempo Ordinario 
4 de julio de 2010 

No permita Dios que yo me gloríe en 
algo que no sea la cruz de nuestro 

Señor Jesucristo. 
— Gálatas 6:14 




